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NOTES FROM PACIFIC COAST OBSERVATORIES. 



The Orbits of cHydrje, AB, and of £883. 

By graphical methods orbits have been computed of AB of 
€ Hydra, whose a for 1900.00 was 8 h 4i m and 8 + 6° 47', and of 
P 883, whose a for 1900.00 was 4 h 5 m 40 s and 8 + io° 54'. 

The elements of e Hydra differ somewhat in node and inclina- 
tion from those by Dr. Aitken in Lick Observatory Bulletin 
No. 36, but they fully represent the observations. 

The elements of £883 represent the observations as well 
as do those of Schoenberg, given in Astronomische Nach- 
richten, 178, p. 187, 1908, and about as well as those of See, 
given in Monthly Notices, 58, p. 566, 1908. The differences 
in the three sets of elements are due mainly to the difference in 
the weights given the observations. These differences may 
be regarded as a measure of the uncertainty still attaching to 
*nir knowledge of the true orbit of this system. 

The elements of AB of c Hydra are : — 



Date. 
1909.825 
1910.825 
191 1.825 
1912.825 
1913.825 
1914.825 



e 

200°. 96 
214 .65 
229 .59 

244 79 
260 .03 

275 -57 



T = 1901.11 
P= 15.63 years 
c = 0.69 
a = o".267 

fi = I22°.7 

1= 63°.29 
w = 259°46 
fi— 23 . 032 



THE EPHEMERIS. 
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1915.825 
I916.825 
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258 Publications of the 

My elements of £883 are (with those by Schuemjkrg and 
by See for comparison) : — 



Miss Brown 
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Florence Brown. 

The Brightness of the Satellites of Mars. 

The statement is made in some recent textbooks on astronomy 
that P hob os and Deimos, the two small satellites of Mars, can 
be seen only with very large telescopes and then only by screen- 
ing the light from the planet. A series of measures of these 
two satellites was made by me in September and October of 
the present year, and this gave me the opportunity to confirm 
my impression of the error of this statement. A large tele- 
scope is indeed required to show these tiny bodies, and they 
can be seen only when Mars is comparatively near opposition, 
but under good conditions it is then unnecessary to protect 
the eye from the light of the planet. Phobos, the inner 
satellite, is very decidedly the brighter of the two, and can be 
seen, with the 36-inch, in the full light of Mars when less 
than 3" from the planet's limb. Deimos is fainter, and is a 
difficult object in the planet's light when 10" from the limb. 
At distances greater than these limits both satellites are readily 
visible without screening the light from Mars, when the seeing 
is good. My estimates make Phobos fully six times as bright 
as Deimos when at the same distance from the planet ; that 
is, about two stellar magnitudes brighter. 

November 19, 1909. Iv. G. A it KEN. 



